From Digha Nikaya Sutta 31, Sigalaka Sutta: Advice to Lay People

27.'And how, householder's son, does the Ariyan disciple protect the six directions? These six things are to be regarded
as the six directions. The east denotes mother and father. The south denotes teachers,”™ The west denotes wife and
children. The north denotes friends and companions. The nadir denotes servants, workers and helpers. The zenith denotes
ascetics and Brahmins.

28. There are five ways in which a son should minister to his mother and father as the eastern direction. [He should
think:] "Having been supported by them, I will support them. I will perform their duties for them. I will keep up the
family tradition. I will be worthy of my heritage. After my parents' deaths I will distribute gifts on their behalf.”** And
there are five ways in which the parents, so ministered to by their son as the eastern direction, will reciprocate: they will
restrain him from evil, support him in doing good, teach him some skill, find him a suitable wife and, in due time, hand
over his inheritance to him. In this way the eastern direction is covered, making it at peace and free from fear.

29. 'There are five ways in which pupils should minister to their teachers as the southern direction: by rising to greet
them, by waiting on them, by being attentive, by serving them, by mastering the skills they teach. And there are five ways
in which their teachers, thus ministered to by their pupils as the southern direction, will reciprocate: they will give
thorough instruction, make sure they have grasped what they should have duly grasped, give them a thorough grounding
in all skills, recommend them to their friends and colleagues, and provide them with security in all directions. In this way
the southern direction is covered, making it at peace and free from fear.

30. 'There are five ways in which a husband should minister to his wife as the western direction: by honouring her, by
not disparaging her, by not being unfaithful to her, by giving authority to her, by providing her with adornments. And
there are five ways in which a wife, thus ministered to by her husband as the western direction, will reciprocate: by
properly organising her work, by being kind to the servants, by not being unfaithful, by protecting stores, and by being
skilful and diligent in all she has to do. In this way the western direction is covered, making it at peace and free from fear.

31. 'There are five ways in which a man should minister to his friends and companions as the northern direction: by

gifts, by kindly words, by looking after their welfare, by treating them like himself, and by keeping his word. And -there
are five ways in which friends and companions, thus ministered to by a man as the northern direction, will reciprocate: by
looking after him when he is inattentive, by looking after his property when he is inattentive, by being a refuge when he is
afraid, by not deserting him when he is in trouble, and by showing concern for his children. In this way the northern
direction is covered, making it at peace and free from fear.
32. 'There are five ways in which a master’ should minister to his servants and workpeople as the nadir: by arranging
their work according to their strength, by supplying them with food and wages, by looking after them when they are ill, by
sharing special delicacies with them, and by letting them off work at the right time. And there are five ways in which
servants and workpeople, thus ministered to by their master as the nadir, will reciprocate: they will get up before him, go
to bed after him, take only what they are given, do their work properly, and be bearers of his praise and good repute. In
this way the nadir is covered, making it at peace and free from fear.



